12/18/2008
Greeting from Ritsumeikan Uji’s High School’s IBDP Coordinator Designate

Ritsumeikan Uji Senior High School is very excited about being a candidate school for the International
Baccalaureate Diploma Programme. Although the IBDP curriculum is globally recognized by colleges and
universities for its ability to produce the highest caliber of students and service oriented young people, it would
not necessarily be a good fit for every Japanese school. For Ritsumeikan Uji, however, which recognizes the
principle of internationalization in its mission statement and serves a large body of returnee students, we think
that the International Baccalaureate Diploma Programme will prove to be a great fit, and this is why we have
applied, successfully, to become a candidate school with the IBO.

If we look at the kinds of academic and occupational areas that our students today are interested in, for
example science, international relations, environmental studies, business and finance, law, we see that in all of
these areas Japan is already deeply connected with the world, and the world with Japan. Young people who
plan to be successful in any of these areas truly need to be able to see things from a global viewpoint, they
need the ability to see an issue from many sides, and of course they need the ability to read and communicate
in English. We feel that the International Baccalaureate Diploma Programme provides schools and students
with a platform on which to build these abilities. If we are authorized, the IB will provide Ritsumeikan Uiji
Senior High School with a highly challenging and competitive global standard curriculum which can at the
same time be tailored to fit into our school’s culture. When schools are authorized to offer the IBDP, they are
not simply implementing something totally external, nor are they just making a small change to their existing
curriculum. If we are authorized to offer the IBDP, instead we will be fusing an internationally recognized
curriculum of the highest-quality with the existing values and educational ideas of Ritsumeikan Uji and the
Ritsumeikan system.

Through our status as a candidate school for the IBDP, we believe that Ritsumeikan Uji Senior High School is
materially assisting Ritsumeikan to maintain its place as a leader in forward-looking, internationally-minded
education within Japan.
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