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REPORT on NMUN GROUP 2013

6 Reitaku University students were among the 650 or so participants from around
the globe who took part in the 2013 NMUN+DC Conference, held in Washington from
the 25" to the 27" of October.

The NMUN gives students the opportunity to role-play as diplomats representing
a country or NGO. This year, Reitaku was allocated Viet Nam, and they joined the GAL,
GAZ2, and ICPD Committees.

To take part in such a high-level international conference is extremely
challenging, requiring both a depth of knowledge of international affairs and a wide
range of academic skills, such as research, group communication, public speaking,
listening, negotiating, and conflict resolution. In the Top Level English class, we
worked to develop these skills through mini-lectures, discussions, debates, and
presentations, while at the same time building up essential knowledge by studying
topics such as the history and structure of the United Nations, the Universal Declaration
of Human Rights, the Millennium Development Goals, and the issues assigned to each
of the four Committees.

Outside of this class, the NMUN team members spent countless hours, including
3 hours one evening per week, preparing in all kinds of ways for the conference. They
experienced highs and lows, but they stuck to the task and reached their goal.

A special mention must go to Professor Mauro LoDico who volunteered a great
deal of his time to helping the team prepare for the conference, particularly with regard
to the writing of the position papers. His efforts are much appreciated.

As members of the Reitaku community, we should be immensely proud of these
courageous students and of the fact that Reitaku was one of only three Japanese
universities to be represented at this conference. | am sure that they have grown as
human beings as a result of this unique experience that one member described as
"life-changing." The skills they have acquired will certainly serve them well in the
future.

Chris McVay (Professor, Faculty of Foreign Studies)
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Delegation from Represented by
The Socialist Republic of Viet Nam Reitaku University

Position Paper for the General Assembly First Committee

The topics before the General Assembly First Committee are: Increasing Women’s Role in
Disarmament and Nonproliferation; the Prevention of an Arms Race in Outer Space; and the
Implementation of the Convention on the Prohibition of the Development, Production, Stockpiling
and Use of Chemical Weapons and on Their Destruction. Viet Nam, having suffered great losses
through various wars in the last century, is unreservedly committed to disarmament and
nonproliferation as an essential step towards global peace and security.

I. Increasing Women’s Role in Disarmament and Nonproliferation

Viet Nam has been a contributing full member of the Conference on Disarmament (CD) since 1996,
and the disarmament and nonproliferation of nuclear weaponry in particular remain among its
highest priorities. In the region of Southeast Asia, Viet Nam is working with other Member States of
the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) to implement the Treaty on the Southeast Asia
Nuclear Weapons Free Zone (SEANWFZ). Since innumerable Vietnamese women have been
victims in past armed conflicts, an increase in their role in this area is a prime concern. Viet Nam,
therefore, strongly supports UNSCR 1325, which focuses on women, peace, and security, as well as
UNSCR 1889, which emphasizes the participation of women throughout the entire peace process. As
Viet Nam Prime Minister Nguyen Tan Dung noted at the opening of the ASEAN Council of
Women’s Organization (ACWO) General Assembly in Hanoi in 2010: “The participation and
contribution of women in the creation and development of ASEAN is greatly significant.” He also
emphasized that “[t]he contributions of Vietnamese women to the development of the country has
been increasing and they are taking on more important roles in all walks of life.” The Vietnam
Women’s Union (VWU), founded in 1930, has during the past few years been active in helping
women into public office, effecting an increase of the percentile of seats occupied in the National
Assembly and People’s Council from 18.5 in 1997 to 26.2 the following year, after which the figure
has stabilized at approximately 25. The Joint Program on Gender Equality (JPGE), established in
2009 as part of the Millennium Development Goals Achievement Fund, has been drawn to
contribute to this improvement. Finally, one of the objectives of the National Strategy on Gender
Equality (period 2011-2020) is to promote the placement of more women in leadership roles and
decision-making posts. Therefore, once there is a significant increase of female participation in the
political arena, and especially in the related military sector, the issue of weapons disarmament and
nonproliferation can be pursued in a manner that represents the whole of society more accurately.

I1. Prevention of an Arms Race in Outer Space
In 1980, Viet Nam ratified the 1967 Outer Space Treaty (OST) which bans the deployment of any

weapons of mass destruction in outer space, and it remains dedicated to ensuring that outer space be
used solely for peaceful purposes. Viet Nam encourages the Member States that have not yet ratified
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this treaty to do so as a matter of urgency. Viet Nam is very conscious of the rapid developments in
space technology and the potential threats to international stability that such technology could pose.
For this reason, Viet Nam fully endorses all UN efforts in this regard, including the Committee on
the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space (COPUQS), set up in 1959 by the General Assembly. Viet Nam
regrets that, despite the attempts of the UN, no consensus has as yet been reached concerning the
establishment of a space regime. It is clear that a mechanism to ensure transparency and
accountability is required, and Viet Nam wholeheartedly supports the Group of Governmental
Experts, launched by the UN in 2010, in its aim of developing “transparency and
confidence-building measures” (TCBMs). Smaller nations are also beginning to invest in space. Viet
Nam, being one such example, took the decision to set up its own National Satellite Center (VNSC)
in 2011. Thus, the prevention of an arms race in outer space has become a truly global issue. In light
of this, Viet Nam believes that still more prominence must be given by all Member States to the
development of long-term measures that will supervise responsible behavior in outer space and
thereby help foster international peace and security.

I11. Implementation of the Convention on the Prohibition of the Development, Production,
Stockpiling and Use of Chemical Weapons and on Their Destruction

Vietnamese people have suffered atrocious effects from chemical weapons, especially defoliants
such as Agent Orange, and therefore Viet Nam unequivocally supports the elimination of all
chemical weapons worldwide. Viet Nam also endorses the implementation of the Chemical Weapons
Convention (CWC), which is key to achieving international peace and security. The Organization for
the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons (OPCW) is working to build measures to ensure the
destruction of chemical weapons as required by the CWC, and Viet Nam has fulfilled its duties as a
member for more than ten years. Viet Nam, along with other states, is working tirelessly within the
OPCW to reach the organization’s goals. Although Viet Nam also exports chemicals for industrial
use, it has a licensing system in place to comply with export control obligations under the CWC. The
Viet Nam Chemicals Agency (Vinachemia) is responsible for Viet Nam’s CWC commitments,
including export licensing. Viet Nam has also been working with the CWC at the sub-regional level,
namely with the Technical Secretariat in organizing the 2007 ASEAN Conference on customs issues
relevant to the implementation of the CWC. It has also contributed to building legislative regulations
and measures related to the CWC implementation. As the leader of the OPCW has noted, “Viet Nam
has become a symbol in their region in the implementation of the Chemical Weapons Convention.”
Viet Nam’s Foreign Ministry has expressed deep concern about recent news on the potential use of
chemical weapons and strongly condemns the act of employing them against civilians. It calls upon
all countries to exercise military restraint, to respond to such situations with objectivity, and to
exercise prudence by using peaceful means alone while respecting international law as well as the
United Nations Charter.
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Delegation from Represented by
The Socialist Republic of Viet Nam Reitaku University

Position Paper for the General Assembly Second Committee

The topics before the General Assembly Second Committee are: Supporting Entrepreneurship;
Improving Information and Communication Technologies (ICT) for Growth; and Managing
Migration for Economic Development. Viet Nam is resolved to improve ICT for entrepreneurs in
order to assist their sustainable businesses, which in turn can lead to more effective management of
migration for further economic development.

I. Supporting Entrepreneurship

Viet Nam supports entrepreneurship in order to create employment and develop the economy. Since
the initiation of the Doi Moi Renovation in 1986, Viet Nam has gradually come to appreciate the
power of the entrepreneurial spirit, and so it urges other developing nations to promote
entrepreneurship as an effective method for reducing poverty and ensuring sound economic
development. In recent years, the focus has been to educate young entrepreneurs on how to conduct
business successfully in order to create further employment. The Vietnam Young Entreprencurs’
Association (VYEA), a voluntarily professional and social association of young Vietnamese
businessmen operating on a nongovernmental and not-for-profit basis, gathers entrepreneurs around
the country to work together for the development of the economy and prosperity of the people.
Earlier this year, Viet Nam collaborated with the United Nations Conference on Trade and
Development (UNCTAD) to establish the first ever EMPRETEC center in Asia. EMPRETEC is a
UN program specifically dedicated to the building of entrepreneurial skills, and Viet Nam thus aims
to become a hub for such training in the region. The main beneficiaries are young entrepreneurs,
female entrepreneurs and small and medium sized enterprises (SMEs). None of these ventures is
possible without access to credit, so Viet Nam is pursuing microfinance support programs, such as
the project funded by Cordaid, targeting 150,000 low-income households. Also, Viet Nam welcomes
more foreign investment as a greater international presence helps young Viethamese entrepreneurs to
learn different and current strategies, thus generating even more business from this interaction. Due
to such financial support, Viet Nam can become the entrepreneurial center of the region.

I1. Improving Information and Communication Technologies for Growth

Viet Nam recognizes that ICTs play a crucial role in any country’s efforts towards sustainable
development. Viet Nam, therefore, has wholeheartedly supported and continues to support the wide
spectrum of work carried out by numerous UN and other organizations to bridge the so-called
“digital divide”. Viet Nam has also supported all relevant General Assembly Second Assembly
Resolutions, including GA Resolution 67/195 (2013) on Information and communication
technologies for development. The Vietnam Ministry of Information and Communications has
implemented a strategy to upgrade the country’s IT infrastructure by 2020, with the aim of
increasing the information communication sector’s contribution to the GDP to over 20%. The
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number of Internet users has increased by over 10% over the past 10 years, and 79% of the
population now have cell phones. Viet Nam acknowledges that much more work needs to be done,
particularly in rural areas, but it is determined to pursue all measures to strengthen ICT connectivity
across the country in order to give its entire people the opportunity to grow economically. Viet Nam
believes that education is the foundation for social development and sustainable economic growth
and is cooperating with The United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization
(UNESCO) in defining a joint roadmap to reach the goal of becoming a “Knowledge-Based Society”
by 2020. At the same time, Viet Nam is highly conscious of the risks, especially to younger people,
of open access to the Internet and ICTs, so the government maintains a certain level of control over
all such media. Viet Nam urges developed nations to intensify their efforts in this critical area so that
the digital divide will soon become a phenomenon of the past.

I11. Managing Migration for Economic Development

Viet Nam recognizes the important role migrant workers play in any society and the significant
economic contribution they make both to their countries of destination and origin. Viet Nam needs to
protect their domestic employment but at the same time, foreign companies which aim to start new
businesses in Viet Nam hire a lot of Vietnamese workers, and they can learn from the companies, so
Viet Nam cannot exclude immigrants from their economy. However, there is a limited number of
jobs, so the government needs to control the number of immigrants. Viet Nam has immigration laws
which govern foreign employment and investment in Viet Nam. One of the laws is the Law of
Enterprises (LOE). The law manages the numbers of foreign companies that enter and invest in the
country, so that the ratio of foreign investment remains about 26%. Furthermore, for the economic
development, Vietnamese government organizes overseas employment. With regard to international
migration, some three million Vietnamese live abroad with another 450,000 residing abroad as
temporary workers. However, many labor migrants find it difficult to earn enough money due to the
excessive pre-departure costs. Viet Nam, in cooperation with the International Organization of
Migration (IOM) and the international community, opened its first Migrant Resource Center (MRC)
in 2012 in order to offer support to intending and returning migrant workers. Viet Nam believes that
it is essential for every country to manage migration effectively in order to protect the rights of
migrant workers and address problems such as human trafficking. Thus, it urges all Member States
to review and improve their policies and work together to exploit the positive impact of migration on
economic development.
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Delegation from Represented by
The Socialist Republic of Viet Nam Reitaku University

Position Paper for the International Conference on Population and Development (ICPD) Beyond
2014

The issues before the International Conference on Population and Development (ICPD) Beyond
2014 are: Promoting Maternal Health in Developing Countries; Capitalizing on Urbanization for
Development; and Creating People-Centered Approaches and Including Civil Society. Viet Nam
welcomes and supports all efforts from the international community, including people-centered
organizations, to foster sustainable socio-economic growth in developing countries.

I. Promoting Maternal Health in Developing Countries

Tight, sustainable partnerships between governments, non-profit organizations, relevant stakeholders,
and national human rights institutions are needed in order to prevent maternal mortality and to
provide child health in developing countries. Approximately 350,000 women die per annum in
childbirth, 99 percent of which occurs in the developing world, where more than half of women still
deliver without the assistance of skilled health personnel due to lack of access to reproductive health
care. Viet Nam fully endorses the UN Foundation’s Universal Access Project that aims to provide
quality reproductive health care to more than 200 million women around the globe that are in need
of such basic services. Viet Nam, while recognizing that much more must be done in the more
remote rural provinces, has made considerable progress in this area through its “National Strategy on
Population and Reproductive Health for 2011-2020.” From 1990 to 2012, Viet Nam succeeded in
reducing the rate of maternal and under-five child mortality from 240 deaths per 100,000 live births
to 59 per 100,000, and from 5,000 deaths per 100,000 live births to 2,200 per 100,000. Since almost
one-third of Viet Nam’s population is under the age of 24, the government is targeting the needs of
these future parents for sexual and reproductive health education and services in cooperation with
the United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA) and other international agencies. Viet Nam firmly
believes that promoting maternal health is a shortcut to achieving progress in all the Millennium
Development goals. As such, it joins the Secretary General Ban Ki-moon in urging all Member
States to make investment in reproductive health a top priority.

I1. Capitalizing on Urbanization for Development

Viet Nam understands that more than half of the world’s population now lives in towns and cities,
and approximately 40% of Vietnamese is also projected to do so by 2020. Viet Nam actively
supports the work being done by the United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA) and other agencies
to face the challenges and, more importantly, to exploit the tremendous opportunities that this rapid
urbanization presents. As Viet Nam’s Deputy Prime Minister Nguyen Sinh Hung stated in 2009, “If
we fail at urbanization, we will fail at industrialization and modernization.” In the same year, Prime
Minister Nguyen Tan Dung adopted the National Urban Upgrading Strategy to improve living
standards, such as eradicating poverty in urban areas, and the environment, such as air pollution
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and water shortage. The government, then, considers the development of its cities a top priority, and
it is working closely with relevant agencies such as UN-Habitat and the World Bank to implement
its urbanization policies. Viet Nam is developing strategies to ensure a fairer distribution of
economic growth and urban development beyond Ho Chi Minh and Hanoi. Two programs
established to address these issues are the Urban System and Development Strategy to 2020 and the
Socio-Economic Development Strategy 2011-2020. Though a great deal remains to be done,
particularly with ethnic minorities, many advances have been made toward improving the
infrastructure of the country in terms of transportation and access to basic resources such as clean
water, electricity, health services, and education. In addition, there are few slums in the two main
cities of Viet Nam compared with those of other developing countries because the Viet Nam
government provides inexpensive housing for low-income citizens. As a result, according to the
Ministry of Construction (MOC), “in the past ten years the number of houses in Viet Nam increased
from 16.6 million in 1999 to 22.2 million in 2009.” Also, 99% of the population now has access to
water and 94% to sanitation. As a result, Viet Nam has achieved most Millennium Development
Goals ahead of 2015, including MDG 1, with a dramatic reduction in poverty from 58.1% in 1990 to
11.8% in 2011. Viet Nam is open and willing to collaborate with any other Member States interested
in development via urbanization.

I11. Creating People-Centered Approaches and Including Civil Society

In order to implement the ICPD Programme of Action, adopted at the 1994 International Conference
on Population and Development in Cairo, Viet Nam strongly believes that grassroots democracy are
necessary to increase citizen participation in public life, especially in decision-making processes, in
a more inclusive, transparent and responsive manner. In 1998, Viet Nam issued a Grassroots
Democracy Decree (GDD), which introduced the legal framework for expanding direct citizen
participation in local government. The decree achieved this goal by enabling citizens to become
informed about current policies, discuss issues, participate at all levels of decision-making and
consult the work of the government, NGOs, communities and private sectors. GDD guidelines, in
particular, enable citizens to comment on government policies on communes, socio-economic
development, the use of land, etc. In order to foster an even more people-centered form of
government, Viet Nam now recognizes the necessity of working closely together with governments,
parliamentarians, NGOs, private groups, and local communities around the world. In 2011, as a
result of foreign investment, Viet Nam received approximately $2.46 million in aid, an increase from
$0.11 million in 1992, to develop the Vietnamese Grassroots Democracy. 60% of the 2011 amount
helped to build an improved educational system that enables the individual to gain access to the
basic knowledge necessary for political participation. Education is vital because not only does it
increase the people’s ability to participate in politics, but it also helps them to do so more
constructively. Viet Nam continues to call on the importance of cross-sector partnerships in view of
previous aid, which has greatly contributed to the democratic advancement of Viet Nam.
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