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Today, on New Students Welcome Day, | would like to express my heartfelt
congratulations to you students as you make this new start.

In particular, this year, we are welcoming to Japan 14 overseas students from five
African nations under the ABE Initiative. Welcome to Japan. | wish to extend to you
the warmest possible welcome.

In January this year, | visited Cote d'lvoire, Mozambique, and Ethiopia, and today
people from those very three countries are also here with us. Africa, brimming with
enormous dynamism and full of boundless potential, is a “growth partner of the 21st
century” for Japan. | felt that very acutely once again during this trip.

At TICAD V, which was held in Yokohama last year, one African leader said to me,
“It is only the Japanese companies that taught us the morals in the workplace of what it
means to work.” Japan’s experience and knowledge will fuse together with Africa’s
overflowing vitality. There can be no doubt that tremendous power will be produced
through that chemical reaction.

Japan and Africa will interact together and grow together. The driving force for
that is the exchange of young people who will shoulder the responsibilities of the next
generation. | strongly hope that you who have come to Japan under the ABE Initiative
at this time will provide a great stimulus to the youth of Japan. | also hope that you
will forevermore be dynamically engaged once you have returned to your beloved home
countries, serving as a bridge between Japan and those countries.

With its global perspective, the International University of Japan is a university in
which Japan takes great pride. 1UJ keeps its eye fixed continuously on the world while
simultaneously valuing the spirit of Japan. | would like all of you who have entered
the university today to learn and interact a great deal under the guidance of President
Kitaoka and the other superb faculty.

I very much look forward to seeing your rapid progress. Please accept my
sincere congratulations.

Shinzo Abe
Prime Minister of Japan
October 3, 2014
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