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Kyoichiro Kawakami (1933-) is a leading glass artist,

Born in Chiba as a grdmlsml of the founder of Kawakami
Glass, which was established in 1928, Kawakami's interest in
g]ass was Enspircd l'-)-' his grall‘ldf':lthcr. Denjiro Kawakami. Denjiro
fearned to blend materials for making glass from Kenkichi Koide,
Kyaichiro's gt'cal-gr;\ndf&[hcr, and who learned gl.issmdkinq at
Shinagawa Glassworks, which the Meiji government established
as a part of its initiatives to industrialize _]ap.l n.

Alter graduating the Design Program, Art-Cralts Course of the
Tokyo University of the Arts in 1956, K}"UiL‘]lil’U Kawakami
cngagcd in advcrtisinu dcsign at Matsushita Electric Industrial
Co., Ltd. and glassware design at HOYA Glass. He later went
independent .md expanded his work to the field of objects of art.
In this way he has been engaged in glasswork for some 50 years,
possessing a new perspective while also observing tradition.

This exhibition presents an array of works that Kawakami
created utilizing the properties of glass, which he has been
working on for some 50 years. We hope you will thoroughly

enjoy Kawakami's works.

Kawakami was born in Chiba in 1933, He graduated from the Design Program, Art-Cralis
Course of the Tokyo University of the Arts: He worked for Matsushita Electsic Industrial
Co, Ltd and HOYA Glasy betore going independent in 1987 In 1965 and 1966, he
studied design i Sweden and Finland as a researc h assoviate from JETRO In 1979, he
won aprize b New Glass, A World Survey " He exhibured at Gendai Glass no Bi,
Europe to Nippon (Contemporary Glass: Europe and Japan) held in 1980 at the
Natienal Museum of Medern Art, Tokye and National Museum of Modern Art, Kyoto,
Nilon no Glass 300-nen, Edo kara Gendai made (300 years of history of glass in
Jupan: From Edo Period to the present day) held in 1986 at the Suntory Museum of
Art, Notopma Glass Art Now held i 1991 at the Notojima Glass Art Museum, and
Nilton no Glass 2000 nen, Yayoi kara Gendai made (2,000 years of the history of
glass in Japan: From the Yayoi Period to the present day) held in 1999 at the Suntory
Museum of Art. He held personal exhibitions at Wake Hall in Ginza, Tokyo in 1979,
1991, 2000, 2006, 2000, and 2013
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Tokyo Metro Yurakucho Line: 5 min walk from Kojimachi Seation, exir 1
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